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Sunshine Foundation Vice 
President Mary Young and Treas-
urer Rhonda Hummel spoke 
about the Sunshine Foundation at 
the Hammonton Canoe Club on 
March 14. Young and Hummel 
talked about the foundation’s 
background, its initiatives and 
the events taking place in Ham-
monton for the foundation.  

The Sunshine Foundation is the 
original organization that started 
granting wishes and was founded 
by Philadelphia police officer 
Bill Sample. Sample often met 
with seriously ill, chronically ill 
and physically ill children and 
their families while on duty at St. 
Christopher’s Hospital for Chil-
dren. He later realized the finan-
cial burden on the families, who 
were taking off from work and 
not being able to pay the medical 
bills and a lot of the children 
wanted things but the parents 
were unable to provide that, 
which led to Sample taking ini-
tiative and making these wishes 
come true. 

“He took a personal loan out, 
got some of his police officer 
friends together and started rais-
ing funds to help award these 
dreams of these children. Some 
of these dreams were to go on 
trips but some of them were just 
for medical equipment, maybe 
improvements around the house 
like ramps or medical beds or 

whatever they may need,” Young 
said to those in attendance. 

Sample saw that a lot of these 
children were asking to go to 
Disney World in Orlando, Fla. 
Sample raised more funds to 
open Dream Village in 1990, 
which provides the children and 
families to stay in while visiting 
Central Florida for theme parks. 
It features nine themed cottages, 
heated pool, putt-putt course and 
playground equipped for special 
needs children.  

“There were so many volun-
teers there who actually come in-
to the place, they paint, help re-
model, clean up. It was just really 
cool because the organization it-
self does not use a huge amount 
of money on advertising, like al-
most all of its funds [79 percent] 
go back to the organization, 
which is unheard of with some of 
these charities that we donate to,” 
Hummel said. 

The Dream Village isn’t just 
limited to physically challenged 
and seriously ill children, as chil-
dren in abusive households and 
life threatening situations. An ap-
plication must be filled out which 
is based on the family’s income 
and a screening process that goes 
to the foundation’s board of 
trustees and must be ages 3-18 to 
apply. To date, the Sunshine 
Foundation has answered over 
41,600 dreams and counting, ac-
cording to its brochure. 

The Sunshine Foundation will 
be bringing back their Halloween 
Bingo and are working on a dad-

dy and daughter dance for the 
early childhood children at Ham-
monton Middle School on June 
11. Small tiaras will be handed 
out when they register as a DJ 
will be there while encouraging 
the girls to dress up and have a 
nice dance with their fathers. 

“We figured the little guys real-
ly don’t get to do that, the middle 
school has all of their formal 
dances. They have winter formal 
and dances all year long like 
they’re having a St. Patrick’s Day 
dance, the high school has the 
prom but the little guys don’t get 

to get dressed up as much,” 
Young said. 

Both Young and Hummel told a 
story of a child named Sammy 
whose mother passed away and 
his aunt’s house was not ready 
for him as he was in a wheel-
chair. He was granted a wish 
through the Sunshine Foundation 
and both Young and Hummel’s 
husbands, who are a sheet metal 
worker and electrician, respec-
tively, remodeled the house at no 
charge to help make it accessible 
for him. 

“He was already going through 

enough losing his parents so hav-
ing to relocate and not being able 
to take a shower was very diffi-
cult for him so we widened the 
doorways and we put a full 
shower in there where there was 
like a drain in the floor to take a 
shower. Little things like that, we 
don’t think about but that made 
him feel more human,” Young 
said. 

For more information on the 
Sunshine Foundation, you can 
visit sunshinefoundation.org and 
on Facebook at Sunshine Foun-
dation Wishing Well Chapter.  

Sunshine Foundation presentation at the Canoe Club
   

by Mohammed Fuad 
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Rhonda Hummel (left) and Mary Young (right) of the Sunshine Foundation with their sunshine cake after their pres-
entation at the Hammonton Canoe Club.

It’s been a crazy, few weeks here.  The holidays wrapped 
up and my football season kept going and ended at the 
Super Bowl. It was another amazing experience with an 
outcome we didn’t expect, but none the less I was so proud 
to be a part of the Eagles family again. The whole time we 
were in Arizona I was dealing with an eye stye that turned 
into an infection and got bad quick. If it wasn’t for my 
cousin April checking in on me every day and giving me 
pointers on how to bring the swelling down, I don’t think 
I would have made it through Super Bowl.  I made jokes 
when I saw friends and colleagues about the look of it, but 
I was a real-life Quasimodo and was camouflaging the 
good eye to match the bad one with purple eye shadow 
when I couldn’t sport shades. My stye turned into cellulitis 
in my eye and I needed to go see a legit eye doctor, so my 
friend Krista hooked me up and gave me an excellent ref-
erence. Dr. Brown got me all fixed up and on antibiotics, 
so slowly but surely, I was on the mend.   

However mentally I was not… 
I had been working more than usual in preparation for 

the Super Bowl. I wasn’t feeling myself with my eye issues 
and even in downtime in Arizona, John and I were check-
ing in on kids and multi-tasking.  After we returned, we 
were given a week off and I made the decision to really 
focus on myself that week. I started meeting with a new 
therapist remotely, she’s located in New York and a lot of 
my feeling of being overwhelmed stems from not focusing 
on my own needs. 

Did you ever have a moment where your just so busy 
you forget about who you were “Before Children” (B.C.) 
not “Before Christ” in this instance. I know I’ve brought 
this topic up before but trying to find the “me” time be-
tween “mom” time was becoming harder and harder.  

As most of you, I work full time, I’m a parent, I volun-
teer in the community and I talk to students about the im-
portance of design and the arts.  But in the middle of all 

the chaos I never really have a time to recenter and focus 
on just “Loraine.”  The past several weeks opened the door 
to start the process on self-discovery, but it was a long road 
to get there.  My therapist said I needed to start doing 
something for myself no matter how small it was just to 
show myself self-love.  The realist in me felt like it wasn’t 

possible and the guilt was present but each day I pushed 
through bit by bit.  

I started waking up 15 minutes before everyone to have 
a hot cup of coffee alone. I could journal, read or do noth-
ing but for 15 minutes I couldn’t worry about the life ob-
stacles that surrounded me.  It was so freaking hard... for 
the first few days I would look around at the things un-
done, but by the end of the week I was looking forward to 
my “me time.”  Once I crushed that goal, I started trying 
to remember who I was before I had my kids, before I got 
married, but the irony was the last time I was alone I was 

22. That was basically two decades ago, it was literally 
2004.  It took everything in me to try to remember things 
that I liked to do, or where I liked to go?  I know it sounds 
ridiculous, but I had to really think on it. So, I did for hours, 
and I made a list of what 22-year-old Loraine liked to do. 

List: 
1. Sculpture Class – loved the feel of the clay 
2. Caramel Coffee  
3. Boardwalk fries at Stockton 

Loraine GriffithsLoraine Griffiths

Finding ways to make time for myself 

See LORAINE, Page 38

Courtesy Photo 
Loraine (right) with her daughter, Ava, in Ocean City. 
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Many of the services listed each week 
have been canceled or modified due to pre-
cautions for COVID-19.  Check with your 
house of worship. 

St. Mary of Mount Carmel Parish con-
sists of St. Joseph Church and St. Anthony 
of Padua Church. 

The Mass Schedule at each location is as 
follows: 

St. Joseph Church holds morning week-
day Masses, Monday through Saturday, at 
8 a.m.  A Spanish Mass is at 7 p.m. on 
Wednesday.  Saturday Vigil Mass will be 
held at 5 p.m.  Sunday Masses are at 9 a.m. 
(English) and  Noon (Spanish).   Sunday 
Vespers are at 5 p.m. The Rosary is prayed 
at 7 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Friday.  St. Joseph Church is located at 226 
French Street. 

St. Anthony of Padua Church will hold 
Sunday Masses at 7:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  
St. Anthony of Padua Church is located at 
285 Route 206.  

Masses/Devotions will continue to be 
Live-Streamed.   

Confession will be held at St. Joseph 
Church from 2 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. on Satur-
days before Mass, or upon request.  

Music Ministry Schedule: Hand bell 
Choir - Monday at 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.: 
plays at special Masses on Feast Days; 
Choir - Thursday at 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.: Sing at 
Sunday 9:30 a.m. Mass; Chant Choir - 
Thursday at 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.: sing at 
Vespers on Sundays and Feast Days, and at 
special Masses on Feast Days.  *All the 
choir rehearsals are held in the choir loft at 
Saint Joseph Church.  For more informa-
tion contact Yuko Unehara at 
music@smmcp.net. 

Bereavement Ministry: Bereavement 
Counseling Person to Person available to 
those in need who are grieving the death of 
a loved one. Every third Wednesday of the 
month. By appointment only.  

Rosary for the Departed said every 
fourth Wednesday at 7 p.m. St. Anthony of 
Padua Church Route 206. Please RSVP if 
attending. Call Debbie at (609) 704-5601 
or Bill at (609) 576-6221.  All are wel-
come!  

Do you pay your bills online?  If so 
please consider setting up your 
weekly/monthly donation to the parish as 
an automatic check in the same manner.  
We have several parishioners who current-
ly take advantage of this through their 
banks.  Just indicate your envelope number 
and whether it is for the first or second col-
lection. 

The parish food pantry is open to the 
public every Thursday from 2 p.m. until 4 
p.m., and in the evening from 7 p.m. to 8 
p.m.  It is located at the French Street side 
of the convent. 

Baptisms are held the second and fourth 
Sunday of each month at 12:45 p.m. at St. 
Joseph Church.  Preparation sessions are 
held the first Wednesday of each month at 
7 p.m.  Please call the parish office to 
schedule as early as possible. 

The MMC Youth Ministry (sixth grade 
and up) has a very exciting year ahead, in-
cluding some great trips! Join our email list 
- YouthMinister@smmcp.net.    

For information on RCIA, contact Lori 
ScottoDiVetta at rel.ed@comcast.net. 

The parish office, located at St. Joseph 
Church, is open Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. The Reverend David 
Rivera serves as Pastor.  For more informa-
tion, call (609) 704-5945 or visit 
http://www.smmcp.net. 

Sunday Morning Worship Service is 10 
a.m. to 11 a.m.  Singing the great hymns of 
the Faith and Preaching the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

Midweek, Midday Fellowship is 
Wednesday at 10:30 a.m.  A brief devotion-
al Bible Study and a time of sharing and 
prayer.  Everyone is invited for a Midweek 
time of spiritual refreshment. 

Hammonton Baptist Church is located 
at 19 S. Third Street (Third and Vine 
Streets).  For more information contact the 
church by phone at (609) 561-6867, by 
email at hbc08037@verizon.net or visit  
www.hammontonbaptist.org. 

Sunday worship services are held at 
8:30 and 11 a.m.  Adult and children’s Sun-
day School are held at 10 a.m.  On Sunday 
at 10 a.m. there are also Adult Growth 
Groups along with Sunday school.  Sunday 
Junior Church services for ages 4 to 11 are 
held at 11 a.m.  Tuesday mornings at 10 
a.m. there is a Bible study for men and 
women at 10 a.m. 

Wednesday evenings have an Adult 
Bible study and prayer meeting at 7 p.m.  
Wednesday we have A.W.A.N.A. for chil-
dren ages Pre-K to sixth grade meeting at 
6:45 p.m. Wednesday at 7 p.m. our teen 
group is called Teen R.O.C.K. meets and is 
for those from seventh to twelfth grade.  
Wednesday at 7 p.m. a group for young 
adults ages 18-28 called Impact meets. 

There are also various studies for 
women on Monday and Thursday evenings 
at various times during the year-check for 
dates and times. 

For more information you can call the 
church at (609) 567-4466 or visit vbcham-
monton.org.  

You will also find us on Facebook or on 
our church app Victory Bible Church of 
Hammonton. 

We also offer streaming services for our 
11 am Sunday service on You Tube, Rum-
ble and Facebook at Victory Bible Church 
of Hammonton 

Our Pastors are Anthony Parise. Jeffrey 
Johnson, Kevin Bailey and Steve White 

The church is located at 816 S. Egg Har-

bor Rd. in Hammonton. 

The First United Methodist Church of 
Hammonton has services Worship Services 
at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. every Sunday. 
Adult Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.  Chil-
dren’s Church and Nursery are available 
during 10:30 a.m. service.  All are welcome 
to stay for fellowship and light refresh-
ments at 11:30 a.m. 

Bible Study will be held on Tuesdays at 
1 p.m. on Zoom (phone #1-646-558-8656 
ID#7331551458#).   

Stop by Mondays in March for Lenten 
Soup Supper from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.  Eat-in 
or Take-out.  For donation only. 

The church is located at 398 Bellevue 
Ave.  Tiffany Travia serves as Pastor.  The 
church can be reached by calling (609) 
561-1537 or by email at 
officefumch@comcast.net.   

Visit our website at 
Hammontonumc.org for more info and 
events, follow us on  Facebook at Ham-
monton Methodist.  Office hours are Mon-
day, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 9 
a.m. until 12 pm.  Please contact the church 
for more information. 

Harvest is a vibrant growing family 
church made up of people from all walks of 
life who have experienced the love of Jesus 
Christ, and enjoy doing life together.  

We gather every week for contemporary 
Sunday worship services at 10 a.m., and of-
fer Harvest Kids ministry which serves 
children ages 6 weeks to 12 years old and 
offers programming throughout the year. 
You will find a loving, welcoming commu-
nity and Bible-based teaching, as well as 
small group ministries that meet through-
out the week intended for connection and 
spiritual growth. True North Youth for 6-12 
grades meet every Friday from 6:30-8:30 
p.m. Contact Student Ministries Director, 
Abner Castillo, for more info at 
youth@harvestchurchnj.com.  

Pastor Jim Rovaggi is the Lead Pastor at 
Harvest Church. Bible-based family coun-
seling is available. Harvest Church is locat-
ed at 272 N. Route 206, 1/4 mile north of 
Tractor Supply. Call (609) 561-1239 for in-
formation or visit online or find us on Face-
book & Instagram. 

English Worship is held at 11 a.m. on 
Sundays and communion is celebrated the 
first Sunday of each month. Children’s 
Church is held during worship service for 
children ages 3 through 9. Nursery is also 
provided for infants up to the age of 3. 

Sunday school gathering for a.m. and all 
classes for pre-K through adults will begin 
at 10 a.m. Nursery is provided for parents 
wishing to attend the church’s adult class-
es. 

Free refreshments are served during Fel-
lowship time, immediately following 11 
a.m. service. 

Chancel choir rehearsal for adults and 
teenagers is held on Sundays at 9 a.m. 
Bible Study is held in the conference room 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

BSA Boy Scout Troop #58 and Cub 
Scout Pack #58 meet on Tuesdays from 7 
p.m. to 8 p.m. BSA Scout Troop # 1058 al-
so meets on Tuesdays from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Goods for Our Neighborhood, which 
provides free clothing for people of all 
ages/sizes, housewares, personal items and 
children’s books, is open every Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday from 9 a.m. until 
noon for those who are in need. 

The Hammonton Presbyterian Church is 
located at 326 Bellevue Ave. Call (609) 
561-0168 or visit 
www.hammontonpres.org for information. 

Sunday morning worship services 9 
a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  Weekday services in-
clude:  Revelation Study on Monday at 7 
p.m.;  Women’s Bible Study on Tuesdays at 
10 a.m. and 7 p.m.;  Wednesday night serv-
ices at 7 p.m. - Adult Bible Study (with 
childcare for children under 5), Awana 
Ministry for children ages PreK – 8th 
grade, Youth Group for grades 9 -12th. 

Check website for special events at 
www.cchammonton.org or call (609) 704-
8778.  Follow us on Facebook at Calvary 
Chapel Hammonton.  Download our app to 
your phone Text: cchapp to: 77977 

Worship services are held at 11 a.m. and 
6 p.m. on Sundays.  Sunday School for all 
ages begins at 9:45 a.m.  Dedicated classes 
are available for pre-primaries, primaries, 
juniors, teens and adults.  A fully-staffed 
nursery is available for all services. On 
Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m. a mid-week 
Prayer and Bible study for all ages is held.  

Teens are invited to the Teen Slice Youth 
Group while children in sixth grade and 
younger are invited to Bible Club where 
children will be taught through Bible mem-
orization, activities and lessons. Transporta-
tion services are available for all services.  
For more information, please contact the 
church by visiting the church’s website at 
www.rosedalebaptistchurch.com. 

St. James Lutheran Church Core Values 
are: Faithful to Christ’s message, Inclusive 

in all ways, Joyful Fellowship, and Com-
passionate Outreach. From these come our 
Mission: Welcoming all people to abide in 
Christ, to experience God’s love, and to do 
God’s work in the world around us. 

We are doing worship live and via 
Zoom on Sundays at 10 a.m. The Zoom 
link can be found on our web page at 
www.stjamesfolsom.org. If you worship 
live with us, we ask that if you have not 
been vaccinated that you wear a mask and 
maintain physical distance to preserve the 
health of all. For those who worship at 
home, you may bring bread and 
wine/grape juice to your table and share 
with us in communion.  

Also, we have Wednesday Devotional 
Services at 7 p.m. It is an informal service, 
centered around a devotion and conversa-
tion, with communion. 

We invite you to gather with us and 
share in God’s gracious love. 

The Rev. Pamela Werner is our pastor.  
For more information, please call the 
church at (609) 561-4488 and leave a mes-
sage. Our office hours are Wednesdays, 9-
12; other times availably by appointment. 
Visit our website at 
www.stjamesfolsom.org. Updates on 
events and our schedule are available there. 
You can also find us on Facebook at 

https://www.facebook.com/stjamesfolsom.  
Living Springs meets together on Satur-

days at 6 p.m. to worship, encourage each 
other, primarily using our spiritual gifts, 
share the Lord’s Supper and hear what the 
Holy Spirit is saying to the church through 
the teaching of the Scripture. 

A healing room is open to the public on 
Monday evenings.  For more information 
call (609) 839-9166. 

Dan and Marcy McAnney are the 
founders of Living Springs Global Fellow-
ship.  Dan is the senior apostolic leader, or-

dained with Global Awakening.  
Ss. Peter and Paul Traditional Roman 

Catholic Tridentine Mass Church invites 
you and your family to experience the Im-
memorial Tridentine Latin Mass Every Sun-
day.  This is the Mass understood and 
experienced prior to the Second Vatican 
Council.  This Mass was never to be 
changed nor abandoned according to the 
Bull of Pope Pius V 1570 (Quo Primum 
Tempore). 

Sunday Masses are as follows: 8 a.m. 
Low Mass and 11 a.m. Solemn High Mass.  
Week Day Masses are as follows: Monday 
through Saturday at 6 a.m. (Low Mass). 

Special Masses and Devotions are as fol-
lows: First Friday Confessions from 5 p.m. 
to 5:45 p.m., Mass at 6 p.m., Adoration and 
Devotion to the Sacred Heart from 7:30 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m.; First Saturday Confes-
sions from 7 a.m. to 7:45 a.m., Mass at 8 
a.m. and Holy Rosary and Devotion to the 
Immaculate Heart from 9 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday Devotions are Recitation of the 
Holy Rosary at 5 p.m., Novena at 5:30 p.m., 
Solemn Vespers at 5:45 p.m. and Low Mass 
at 6 p.m. 

Confessions are held Monday through 
Friday from 11 a.m. to noon, Saturday from 
4 p.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday from 9:30 a.m. 
to 10:30 a.m. 

Ss. Peter and Paul Traditional Roman 
Catholic Tridentine Mass Church is located 
at 300 Peach Street.  For more information, 
visit www.trcatholics.org. 

Worship services are held Sunday at 
9:45 a.m. with Sunday school at 11:30 a.m.  
Email hammontonag@hotmail. com for 
more information. 

Life Mission Fellowship offers Sunday 
service at 10 a.m. and a Friday celebration 
dinner at 5:15 p.m.  For more information 
write PO Box 467, visit www.life-mis-
sion.org or email admin@life-mission.org. 

Service times are Sunday worship at 
11:30 a.m., Monday night prayer at 8:30 
p.m., Wednesday Bible study at 7:30 p.m. 
and third Friday service at 7:30 p.m.   

Sunday worship is at 11 a.m. with Sun-
day education at 9:45 a.m.  Deeper Life al-
so offers Biblical education on Wednesday 
at 7 p.m. and Evangelistic Service on Fri-
day at 7:30 p.m.  For more information vis-
it dldrestored.org or email 
deeperlife3@verizon.net. 

Worship services are Sunday from noon 
to 4 p.m., Tuesday from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
and Friday from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  For more 
information email 
iglesiaelconsolador@hotmail.com. 

 
 
Submissions for Faith Focus are due by 

Thursday at 5 p.m. the week before publi-
cation. Fax information to 704-1938 or 
email the information to mhoffman@ham-
montongazette. com.

St. Mary of Mt. Carmel Parish 
226 French St. 
(609) 704-5945

Harvest Church 
272 Rt. 206 

(609) 561-1239

Presbyterian Church 
326 Bellevue Ave. 
(609) 561-0168

Hammonton Baptist Church 
Third & Vine Sts. 

(609) 561-6867

Living Springs Global 
Fellowship 

(609) 839-9166

Victory Bible Church 
816 S. Egg Harbor Rd. 

(609) 567-4466

Calvary Chapel 
660 S. Egg Harbor Road 

(609) 704-8778

Rosedale Baptist Church 
115 E. 15th St. 
(609) 561-4208

St. James Lutheran Church 
1341 Mays Landing Rd. 

(609) 561-4488

Spanish Pentecostal  
Assembly of God  

100 French St. 
(609) 567-1222

Life Mission Fellowship 
111 8th St.

Deeper Life Deliverance  
Ministry 

199 N. Chew Rd. 
(609) 567-2565

Iglesia De Dios El Consolador 
75 N. Chew Rd.

Jesus in the Midst Ministries 
340 Egg Harbor Rd.

First United Methodist Church 
398 Bellevue Ave. 
(609) 561-1537

Courtesy Photo 
The monthly food distribution was held on March 3 at the Our Lady of Mt. Carmel ground.  
Sheriff Eric Scheffler’s Community Care Initiative serves our neighbors in need through a part-
nership with the Community Food Bank of NJ, State and Federal Agencies, including The Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel Society - Hammonton, Mu Beta Phi, Military Fraternity, Inc., New Jersey 
State Police, Rowan University School of Osteopathic Medicine, Puerto Rican Civic Associa-
tion, Hope Exists, H.E.L.P., Southern Jersey Family Medical Centers, New Standard Senior Liv-
ing at Hammonton, Right at Home and Hammonton WHP Dunkin Donuts for coffee and 
donuts. And of course, the wonderful volunteers.  The next distribution will be held on Friday, 
April 7 at 10 a.m. 

Monthly food distribution held

Ss. Peter and Paul Trad. Roman 
Catholic Tridentine Mass Church 

300 Peach St. 
(609) 888-6700
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227 S. White Horse Pike 
Hammonton, NJ 

609-561-0707

Civic news is due Thursday at 5 
p.m. the week before publication.  
Any announcements, changes in 
meeting times and locations can 
be submitted directly to The 
Gazette via email to 
mhoffman@hammontongazette.co
m. 

The Gazette is in the process of 
reorganizing the Civic News sec-
tion.  If you would like your orga-
nization’s meetings included 
please email mhoffman@ham-
montongazette.com. 

The Historic Preservation 
Commission will meet at 7 p.m. at 
Hammonton Town Hall, 100 Cen-
tral Ave. 

Hammonton Town Council 
will meet at 7 p.m. at Hammonton 
Town Hall, 100 Central Ave. 

Hammonton Community Gar-
den & Green Committee will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 
third floor meeting room or online 
(as COVID-19 precaution when 
needed).  Monday meetings move 
to Tuesday when there’s a holiday.  
In-person meetings may be moved 
online as COVID-19 impacts our 
community.  Email hammonton-
green committee@ gmail.com 
with any questions. 

The Hammonton Planning 
Board will meet at 7 p.m. at Ham-
monton Town Hall, located at 100 
Central Ave. 

The Disabled American Veter-
ans (DAV) - Chapter 66 will meet 
at 7:30 p.m. at the DAV Hall, lo-
cated at 446 S. Egg Harbor Rd. 

Masons M.B. Taylor Lodge 141 

F. & A.M. will hold its dinner 
meeting at 6:30 p.m., with regular 
communication at 7:30 p.m., at the 
Lodge, located on 205 Central 
Ave. 

The Hammonton Lake Water 
Quality Committee will meet at 7 
p.m. at Hammonton Town Hall, 
100 Central Ave. 

The Hammonton Environmen-
tal Commission will meet at 7 
p.m. at Hammonton Town Hall, 
100 Central Ave.  

The Hammonton School 
Board will meet at 7 p.m. in the 
Hammonton High School Library. 

The Hammonton Woman’s 
Civic Club meets at 7 p.m. at the 
clubhouse on Broadway at Liberty 
Street. New members always wel-
come. 

The Parks and Recreation 
Commission will meet at 7 p.m. at 
Hammonton Town Hall, 100 Cen-
tral Ave. 

The Hammonton Canoe Club 
is open on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
On Wednesdays from 1 p.m. to 3 
p.m. is crocheting and knitting 
class.  For more information con-
tact Suzie at (609) 704-5752. 
There will be exercise and yoga 
classes (chair and mat) every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  
For information text/call Ellie 
Gibson at (609) 413-4137.  On 
Thursday, March 23 at 1 p.m. 
there will be a movie matinee 
where The Immigrant will be 
shown.  On Tuesday, March 28 
there will be Bingo sponsored by 

The Heritage.  Bingo cards are $1 
each and lunch will be serve at 
noon. Please sign up if you plan to 
attend special activities by calling 
(609) 567-4341. 

The Hammonton Ladies Social 
Group is meeting bi-weekly.    
Visit their Facebook page called 
Hammonton Ladies Social Group 
where you can join and become a 
member.   There are regular posts 
for meeting times and dates and 
announcements for planned events 
with details.  If you are not on 
Facebook, you are still welcome to 
join, please contact Debbie Shain 
at DebbieShain@comcast.net 

The Hammonton Senior Citi-
zen Nutrition Center at 310 Belle-
view Avenue is open Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m. until 1 
p.m.  Seniors need to be 60 years 
or older of age and need to register 
with Atlantic County at the nutri-
tion site. Masks are optional.  A $1 
donation is suggested.  If you wish 
to join the Nutrition Site please 
register first at the center. For fur-
ther questions call Darlene, site 
manager, at (609) 567-3200, ext. 
6537.   

The Hammonton Good 
Samaritan Center will hold din-
ners on Wednesdays.  Dinners are 
free of charge with curbside 
pickup only from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
at 310 Bellevue Avenue parking 
lot.  Weekly meals will be posted 
on Hammonton Family Success 
Center Facebook page via 
Eventbrite or calling the center by 
Tuesday at 3 p.m. at (609) 567-
2900. 

An addiction support group 
will meet every Wednesday from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 310 Bellevue 
Avenue.  The meetings are open to 
anyone affected by addiction.  For 
more information email 
hope.hammonton@ gmail.com or 
call or text Gary at (609) 727-
2763.

Other Events 

Friday, April 7

Tuesday, April 11

Thursday, April 13

Photo Courtesy of Charles Rodia-Scotia  
Students from Anita Metzger’s preschool circa 1979.  Top (l-r): Robbie Ruberton, Charles Rodia-Scotia, Un-
known, unknown and Kristen Kent.  Bottom (l-r): Unknown, Desiree Bruno, Sammy Cappuccio, Frankie Bruno, 
Philip, Unknown, Unknown and Unknown.  This photograph was a graduation photo for some of the students. 
If you have historical photographs with family or friends at work, play or at home from the late 1800s to the 
2010s which you would like to share with The Gazette’s readers, please contact us at (609) 704-1940 or at 
grullo@hammontongazette.com.

Sponsored by:

Wednesday, April 12

Wednesday, March 22

Monday, March 27

Wednesday, April 5

Monday, April 3

Tuesday, April 18



4. Bohemian jewelry and clothing 
5. Ripped flare and wide leg jeans 
6. 7th Street Surf Shop 
7. Ron Jon 
8. Pucca Bead necklaces 
9. The Beach 
10. Jack Johnson 
11. Car Rides with the windows open 
12. Dancing 
13. Incense and body shops 
I started slow and took a trip to Ron Jon surf shop, there is now one 

in OCNJ.  I took my oldest (Ava) with me and when I walked in the 
smell of surf wax, leather and new clothing filled the air. My heart felt 
so happy and just thumbing through all the different color hoodies with 
every single beach novelty you could think of made me so happy. I 
walked out of there with a Rastafarian shirt Ava was mortified by, a 
hoodie and some board wax-scented car air-freshers. For the first time 
in a long time. I decided without judgment. I thought as Loraine, not 
as mom, which made my choices easier.   

The next stop was the boardwalk where I grabbed a slice of pizza, 
planted by big butt on a bench and listened to the ocean waves for a 
few minutes.  I almost forgot Ava was with me until she started with 
the whole… “Mom, it’s kind of cold, how much longer are we going 
to sit here.” Looking at the waves I remembered trying to surf, and 
skim board and I remembered just how awful I was at it. But I smiled 
because it may not seem big, but I was starting to remember Loraine 
BC. 

When we grow up, we have these preconceived notions about how 
mothers, wives or adults should act. In my mind I believed when I be-
came a mom, I had to stop shopping at certain stores because I didn’t 
fit the mold. But I was forcing myself to shop at JCPenney as a 26-
year-old wife and mother because I though that’s what moms did. I 
was stuck between too young and too old and being myself just felt so 
foreign.  I often say… “I’m a mom now.” But what I forgot was that 
Loraine was always in there, regardless of being a mom or a wife, Lo-
raine should exist too.  

Finding myself has been harder than ever. I’ve had to let friends go 
to grow. I’ve had to do things out of my comfort zone like get my nails 
done monthly to just have time to myself. When I do these things for 
myself, I feel better about me. With change growth happens and it takes 
time, but you just must keep pushing, no matter how weird it gets.  

In the next couple of weeks I’m planning to get back in the studio 
somewhere and start sculpting, and maybe just maybe I will wear some 
ripped flare jeans, with a tee shirt, bohemian jewelry and listen to Jack 
Johnson so I can get the whole Loraine experience.   

 
Loraine Griffiths is a fifth-generation Hammontonian, graphic de-

signer, wife and mother of three. She can be reached through email at 
LifeWithLoraine@gmail.com. 
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A series on answers to questions about dealing with town 
or school government. 

Q. How do I make a request for a tree removal on my prop-
erty? 

A: The Hammonton Environmental Commission has a form 
online on the town of Hammonton website at townofhammon-
ton.org. Fill out the form and return it to the Hammonton Town 
Clerk’s Office on the third floor of town hall. Their office 
hours are from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday.

Be A Good Neighbor
   

by Gabe Donio 
GAZETTE STAFF WRITER 

 

Yesterday’s 
Hammonton

333 Vine Street (School House Lane) 
(609) 270-7652 • HistoricalSocietyofHammonton.org 

Sponsored 
by:

Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey Historical Commission,  
a division of Cultural Affairs within the Department of State, through funds  
administered by the Atlantic County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

Courtesy Photo 
Do you make a yearly calendar with 
favorite family pictures using Shut-
terfly or Snapfish?  In 1915, these 
names would more likely be some 
species of fly or a type of fish.  Family 
pictures in the early 1900s often 
consisted of many members, some-
times several families that intermar-
ried.  The faces were so stern and the 
children always crying.  Not so with 
this picture!.  The occasion of this 
picture is unknown, but a note ac-
companying the calendar may indi-
cate that it was presented to Mayne 
Loveland Black in 1914.   Names of 
those in the picture appear on this 
note, and they truly represent a 
‘Who’s Who’ of Hammonton in 
1915, including members of the 
Black, Jacobs,  Dupuy, Loveland, Os-
good, Seeley, Pressey families and 
others.  Quite a group of Hammonto-
nians!  Come visit the Historical So-
ciety of Hammonton to view hun-
dreds of family photos from early 
Hammonton.  Museum hours: Tues-
days 10 a.m.-noon, Saturdays 11 
a.m.- 2 p.m.

LORAINE from Page 35

Connecting with her past helps 
columnist navigate the present 

Courtesy Photo 
Our Lady of Assumption Society Treasurer Don Frederico (right) presented a $1,500 check to 
St. Vincent de Paul President Ron Esposito.

Assumption Society makes donationAntiques Trading Post opens downtown

THG/Mohammed Fuad.  To purchase photos in The Gazette, call (609) 704-1940. 
A ribbon cutting ceremony was held for the opening of Antiques Trading Post during Third Thurs-
day on March 16.
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Little Cubs try to catch a leprechaun

Courtesy Photos 
Students at St. Mary of Mt. Carmel Parish’s Little Cubs Preschool created leprechaun traps 
last week to try to catch a leprechaun for St. Patrick’s Day, while also learning all about St. 
Patrick.

Do you know how money really 
works? 

Two new courses—Essential Financial 
Literacy and Intermediate Financial Lit-
eracy—provided by Stockton’s Office of 
Continuing Studies aim to answer that 
question. Both courses will be held at 
Kramer Hall in Hammonton in March 
and April. 

Both courses will be led by Benjamin 
Ott, a Hammonton-based accredited as-
set management specialist and they are 
designed to enhance basic financial liter-
acy for adults. 

“Essential Financial Literacy” will 
teach you about how your money can 
work better for you.  

The series will review the basics of in-
vesting, how banks and credit cards 
work, the difference between “good 
debt” and “bad debt,” when is a good 
time to borrow, making interest rates 
work for you and an introduction to 
stocks, bonds and intermediate financial 
planning. 

The course will be held 6 p.m. to 8 
p.m. Thursdays March 23, 30 and April 
6. Stockton affiliates are $99 with the 
full price at $109. Each paid registrant is 
allowed to bring a guest for free. 

Go to stockton.edu/cs for more infor-
mation and how to sign up. Kramer Hall 
in located at 30 Front Street in Ham-
monton.

New courses to provide adults 
with basic financial literacy

THG/Mohammed Fuad.  To purchase photos in The Gazette, call (609) 704-1940. 
Ss. Peter and Paul Traditional Catholics held a statue of St. Joseph dedication on March 19.

Statue dedication at Ss. Peter and Paul



Page 40 • Wednesday, March 22, 2023 • The Hammonton Gazette      

Celebrating St. Patrick’s Day at Hammonton schools

Courtesy Photos 
Students and staff at all Hammonton schools celebrated St. Patrick’s Day last week with spe-
cial projects, activities and more. 



The Hammonton Education Founda-
tion will sponsor Taste of the Town: One 
Bite at a Time throughout April and 
May. 

The fundraiser is a great way to enjoy 
delicious food, support local businesses 
and fund innovative projects in our pub-
lic schools.  

For a $25 donation, you will receive a 
card good for discounts at two dozen 
businesses from April 1 to May 31. 
Cardholders will enjoy special offers on 

appetizers, entrees, desserts, beer/wine, 
retail purchases and more! Offers are 
valid for cardholders only. 

All proceeds benefit the foundation, 
which has awarded more than $536,000 
worth of grants to local schools since 
2003. 

Taste of the Town participating busi-
nesses are Alley Bar & Grill, Amalthea 
Cellars Farm Winery, Andy’s Pizza, An-
nata Wine Bar, Apron Café, Bellevue 
Bagel Café, Blue Rascal Distillery, 
Chimney Rustic Ales, Farmer John’s, 
FourK Nutrition, Inferrera’s Market, La 
Campagnola Restaurant, Mannino’s 
Cannoli Express, Maplewood (Ham-
monton), No. 79 Restaurant and Bar, 
Ricca’s Brick Oven & Bar, Rita’s Water 
Ice, Rodio’s Kitchen, Ron’s Garden 
Center, Sharrott Winery, Silver Coin 
Diner, Tales of the Olive, Vinyl Brew-

ing Company and West End. 
The foundation also extends its grati-

tude to this year’s Taste of the Town 
sponsors: NJM Insurance Group, Macrie 
Brothers Blueberry Farm, AtlantiCare, 
Lexa Concrete, Crowley & Carr Real 
Estate, Christine and Mike Macrie, Ric-
ca’s Brick Oven & Bar, Kramer Bever-
age, Porretta Builders, Calderone Con-
struction, ML Ruberton Agency, All 
Vinyl Fence, Tales of the Olive, RCS 
Advanced Accounting and Payroll, Roc-
co’s Town House, Elite Athletic Train-
ing, Crescent Services, Marinella Funer-
al Home, Atlantic Blueberry, Illiano’s, 
Joe Zollo Accounting, Nino’s Pizzara-
ma, Casciano Coffee Bar & Sweetery, 
Farmer John’s and No. 79 Restaurant 
and Bar. 

To buy a card, call or text Mark at 
(856) 495-5553.
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Nehmad Davis & Goldstein is pleased 
to announce that attorney Michael C. Do-
nio has joined the firm, where he will con-
tinue to focus on commercial litigation, 
real estate litigation, land use and appel-
late litigation.  

Before joining Nehmad Davis & Gold-
stein, Mike previously worked in the 
commercial litigation department of a re-
gional South Jersey law firm, where he 
worked on general commercial disputes, 
oppressed shareholder disputes and Estate 
disputes. In addition, Mike regularly ap-
peared before the Gloucester County Su-
perior Court and the Vicinage XV (Cum-
berland, Gloucester and Salem) Chancery 
Court.  

“I know that I’m speaking for every-
body here as I welcome Mike to the firm. 
We are very excited at the prospect of 

working alongside someone with Mike’s 
skills and experience. I think it will be a 
rewarding adventure for us all, and I can’t 
wait to see what we can achieve together,” 
Managing Partner, Eric Goldstein said.    

Donio comes from a family with strong 
ties to the Hammonton community. His 
father, Judge Michael A. Donio (retired), 
served 20 years on the bench, where he 
was often assigned and presided over 
high-profile cases. His grandfather, 
Carmine “Knute” Donio, worked with his 
brother Frank Donio and his nephew 
Frank G. Donio and his niece Annabel 
Arena in the fruit and produce business 
for 42 years, and he was involved with 
numerous organizations promoting the 
produce industry in New Jersey including 
the United Fruit and Vegetable Associa-
tion.  

Donio brings this legacy of loyalty and 
integrity to his work in litigation.  

“I look forward to using my diverse set 
of skills to make an already incredible 
firm even better,” Mike Donio said. 

About Mike Donio: Donio is a member 
of the Atlantic County Bar Association. 
He graduated cum laude from Villanova 
University with a degree in philosophy 
and attended the Villanova University 
School of Law where he received the 
Dean’s Merit Scholarship. While pursu-
ing his law degree, Mike interned for the 
late Hon. Carol E. Higbee, J.A.D. and the 
Hon. Bernard DeLury, P.J.Cr. After law 
school, Mike served as a law clerk to the 
Honorable Julio Mendez, A.J.S.C. (re-
tired) in the New Jersey Atlantic County 
Superior Court, where he primarily 
worked on prerogative writ matters. 

Attorney Michael C. Donio joins Nehmad Davis & Goldstein

Now through April 2, the 
Hammonton Rotary Club is ac-
cepting applications from high 
school juniors for the 2023 Ro-
tary Youth Leadership Awards 
program set for June 25-28 on 
the Stockton University campus 
in Galloway Township. 

Participants will be enter-
tained, challenged and enriched 
by motivational speakers, team-

building experiences and eye-
opening discussions while in 
the company of a diverse group 
of students who are eager to get 
the most out of life’s opportuni-
ties. Get ready to learn commu-
nication skills, creative problem 
solving and build confidence 
while having fun and making 
new friends. 

Join more than 100 other 

young people selected by Ro-
tary clubs from across the state. 
It’s organized and presented by 
Rotary District 7505, which 
oversees 73 Rotary clubs in 
central and southern New Jer-
sey. 

The program takes place un-
der the guidance and supervi-
sion of professional counselors 
and educators, and requires 

medical clearance and consent 
from parents or guardians. This 
year’s participants are NOT re-
quired to have a COVID vac-
cine.  

Selection will be based on 
leadership potential, citizenship 
and the applicant’s desire to at-
tend the conference. Finalists in 
the application process will be 
contacted for an interview, ei-

ther virtual or face to face.  
Hammonton Rotary Club is 

looking to sponsor high juniors 
who live in or attend high 
school in the Greater Hammon-
ton (08037) area. Applications 
are due April 2.  

See www.hammontonrotary. 
org to learn more and access the 
application. 

Rotary seeks high school juniors for RYLA youth leadership retreat

Tickets on sale for Taste of the Town: One Bite at a Time


