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TO 
PLACE 

AN AD IN 
THE 

GAZETTE  
CALL  
(609) 

704-1940.

The family of Ed Berner (1942-2022) 
would like to thank everyone in  
Traditions at Blueberry Ridge  

that sent flowers, Mass cards and  
sympathy cards during this sad time.   

 
Thank you also to his friends who traveled 

a long distance to attend his funeral. 
 

The love, care and respect shown for  
Ed by all is greatly appreciated. 

 
Fran Berner and Sons

Yesterday’s 
Hammonton
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Courtesy Photos 
Remember when encyclopedias were the “go to” place for school reports due on just about any topic, espe-
cially history, geography or social studies?  Now the internet opens a door to knowledge that couldn’t pos-
sibly be squeezed into a hundred encyclopedias. Yet somehow flipping through the pages of an early 1900 
volume of Harper’s Encyclopedia of United States History reveals a more realistic “feel” of the world during 
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.  The face page indicates this set of encyclopedias contains his-
tory of the United States from 458 AD to 1909, with a preface from Woodrow Wilson, written prior to his 
Presidency in 1913.  Come, sit for a while at the Historical Society of Hammonton Museum.  Just enjoy leaf-
ing through the pages … soak up the “smell” of history.  It truly can be intoxicating.  Our sincere thanks to 
Virginia Macrie for her recent donation of this set of 10 volumes of Harper’s Encyclopedia of United States 
History to the museum.   Museum hours: Tuesdays 10 a.m.-noon, Saturdays 11 a.m.- 2 p.m.

Courtesy Photo 
For the seventh year in a row, local Realtor, Larry Peterson dropped off a 
fully-cooked Thanksgiving dinner with all the trimmings to the Hammonton 
Police Department.  

Peterson delivers 
Thanksgiving to HPD

SJA’s W.I.L.D. Club delivers comfort bags

Courtesy Photo 
Earlier this month, members of St. 
Joseph Academy’s W.I.L.D. (Women’s 
Institue of Leadership Development) 
Club visited the Sidney Kimmel Cancer 
Center to deliver comfort bags to 
women currently undergoing 
chemotherapy treatment. Their dedica-
tion to positively impacting the lives of 
those around them is inspiring.
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50th day celebration at ECEC

Courtesy Photos 
Students at the Hammonton Early Childhood Education Cen-
ter dressed in their leather jackets and poodle skirts to cele-
brate the 50th day of school on November 23 with a “50s 
day” filled with special 50s-inspired treats and activities. 
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Courtesy Photo 
Members of Ham-
monton Fire Company 
No. 1 delivered a deli-
cious Thanksgiving 
dinner to a local fami-
ly. Pictured (l-r): Jim-
my Mascola, Tom 
Bush, Steven Sofia, 
Joe Perna, Isreal Mer-
cado, AJ Berenato 
and Mike Ferrera.

Fire Co. No. 1 delivers Thanksgiving dinner

HMS donates to food pantry 

Courtesy Photo 
Hammonton Middle School (HMS) students donated boxes non-perishables to the St. Vincent 
de Paul food pantry.  Mrs. Zimmerman and the HMS Student Council organized the event.

if you fail to make a park reservation for 
each day. Once the daily limit is filled, 
often weeks ahead, you could end up in 
your hotel unable to visit any of the parks 
during your trip.  

Now your ticket is a wristband. Before 
COVID-19 the wristbands were given to 
you, now they are $35. Fast passes, which 
let you on rides quickly and were previ-
ously free, are now Genie+ Lightening 
Lanes and cost $15 per person for three 
rides. You can pay more for additional 
passes, but unfortunately you must pay 
first and then select your rides. Often the 
rides you want have no more available 
passes. Wasted money, in my opinion.   

Previously, a single ticket to the Magic 
Kingdom entitled you to see an afternoon 
parade, an evening parade and the fire-
works. Now there is no afternoon parade, 
two floats with Mickey and Minnie have 
taken its place. Before, many Disney char-
acters roamed the park greeting children. 
Today, to see most characters a meal reser-
vation is required. 

For the Christmas Party, parade and fire-
works, the Magic Kingdom closes to 
everyone and reopens in the evening. To 
enter you must purchase a new ticket 

which ranges from $169 to $249 per per-
son. This is infuriating because to get into 
the Magic Kingdom that day, which was 
shortened, you already spent $109 per per-
son.  

What bothered me most during this trip 
was that there were free lines for the rides 
with posted wait times of often 120 min-
utes or more. Those lines were filled with 
what appeared to be tourists from other 
countries, and people with large families. 
I worry Disney is catering to the affluent 
and poor children will never get to enjoy 
the magic. 

 
Donna Brown is a former Hammonton 

Middle School librarian and a columnist 
for The Gazette. To reach Donna Brown, 
send an email to wescoat@comcast.net.

Has Disney lost its magic?
BROWN from Page 55


